Congenital rubella syndrome despite repeated vaccination of the mother: a coincidence of vaccine failure with failure to vaccinate.
Congenital rubella syndrome occurred in a boy born to a mother who had been properly vaccinated three times before conception, but developed only low titers of rubella antibody. The non-vaccinated father most likely infected the mother on a home visit during the third to fifth weeks of gestation. He served in the army and fell ill during an outbreak of a rubella-like disease in his military unit. The mother subsequently developed a slight rash, but rubella IgM antibodies were lacking and rubella infection was not suspected. This incidence demonstrates the necessity of vaccinating all children, including boys and young men, in order to reduce the number of infections and prevent further cases of congenital rubella syndrome.